
ERG (02) 01

ERG First Meeting

Summary

1. Election of Chair

Prof. Arnbak – Chair of OPTA

2. Rules of procedure

Mr. Colasanti reminds the Group that the rules of procedure would be considered provisional even when agreed by the Group because ERG is functioning in this phase as a provisional Group with provisional composition

ERG Chair + IRG coordinator to work with Commission at working level to bring rules to next ERG meeting - Language issue shall be addressed in the discussions

3. Secretariat

Time frame to resolve issue - +/ - February – March 2003.  Co-ordinator of ERG will be a temporary agent (A3 level) paid by the Commission.

IRG11 to produce a short list of candidates

4. 3G status 

PTS Chairman presented summary of situation re. deployment, changes on license conditions, etc

Some issues that were raised by participants:

· Need to get information on how much operators have invested and how far they have gone with the roll-out

· Need to differentiate between an interpretation of a license condition and a change in a license condition

· Need to establish “soft exits”

· Important to ensure proper return on the investment

· Regulators are not necessarily equipped to deal with all problems faced by mobile operators – for example, occupation of public domain, infrastructure sharing...

Liikanen requested ERG to be the interface to update information on what is happening 

Agreement to update all information until IRG11 in order to send it to the Commission

5. Recommendation on relevant markets

Mr. Colasanti announced a second revised list of reference markets (by now, we have all received it) – after a second consultation period (until 20 November), the formal process or adoption will be launched

6. Article 7 procedures – draft Commission text

Text presented by Mr. Mensching (DGCOMP).  

The document was introduced under two pre-requisites:

· Agreement to have procedural rules adopted and

· Agreement to give those rules legal binding effect

Commission expects adoption of document by the time that the transposition of new EU legal framework is due (July 2003).

7. Work programme

Ms. Hagman introduced IRG planning (in terms of timing) and proposes to have the discussion at next ERG meeting.

Commission agrees and Mr. Colasanti already mentions “remedies” as part of the ERG work programme.

Agreement to already request input from third parties on this issue.

8. Consultation with third parties

This topic is connected by ERG Chair with previous issue of work programme (see conclusion above).

Publication of documents - Commission already anticipates issues that would be clear cases for publication in order to foster transparency in the Group´s workings:  dates and agendas and work programme.  Publication of other documents would be decided on an ad-hoc basis.

The publication of a Press Release of the first meeting and the request of input for work programme in it is agreed.

9. AOB

Dates of ERG meetings – the Commission mentions that they will advance a proposal for calendar for 2003 and 2004. (After ERG meeting, IRG co-ordinator started to gather information of availability for next ERG meeting.  Deadline for comments – 4 November)

Venue of next meeting – ERG Chairman proposes The Netherlands.

